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Twenty-nine Vessgls Affected.
Captains Got Advance News
From Capital.

NEW YORK. Feb. 6—Engines in|
every German and Austrian ship If- |
prisoned in New York harbor by the|
British navy have been dellber-trl}'
wrecked. Officers of German blood
who know the truth estimate that
$30,000.000 worth of irreplacenble ma-
rine machinery was smashed or made
ussless In the few hours before Count
von Bernstorfl delivered to the (itn'-|
ernment of the United States Lhe de-
flant message from Germany.

Babotage on a scale so magnificlent
is witout parallel in history. With-|
out the sligh®:st hesitation, and on |
the mere hint from high officials
whose hints are never alighted, the
persons In authority delivered Lo ax
and crowbar the finest products of
the marine machine shops of Hamburg |
and Bremen There was no question- |
ing or reluctance. The rdin was
ordered as a duty to be endured for|
the good of the fatherland.

" Patriotlam Mstive. |

% The German conception of patriot-
ism wis the Impelling molive for the
frightful destructiveness that ob-
tfined in the engine room caverns
while members of the United States
neutrality squad and policemen pa- |
trulled the plers of Hoboken ang Man-
hattan, as unaware of what was ‘o-l
1 on as If they had been in Alaska

¢ German powers that be glanc- |
od far ahead of the hour when s state
of war may be declarcd to exist oc-
tween the eentral powers and the |
United States, perceived the proba-|
bility, or at lsast possibility. that|
thelr merchant feet here would be |
used to carry food and supplies to
England, thelr most hatsd enemy.
and promptly did thelr best to make
the big ships no better than bulks
The work of destruction was lll'l
naled and executed secretly, smooth- |
I¥. and effectively.

Had News In Advance.

Long before the telegraph flashed
from Washington on Janusry 31 the
news that thrilled the nation, Ger-
man . hipping interests here were!
aware of the purport of what Von
Bernmorff was to hand to the Secre-
tary of State and were under no il
jusions as tn probable consequences.
n apprehension of Just sucha witus-
«on—of & time when the engines
had te be put out of commission If
opportunity was nou to be purrend-
erg . permanentiy—a code had been)
arranged. It was tmpossible to uees
the telephone. The persons with
the right to give orders were aware
that the telephones to the steam-
ships are un.er espionage Wirecless
plants of course had been sealed or
uwismantled long before. It was ner
essary to convey the order directly
s by voice,

Seeret Agents Gave the Word.

Last Wednesday therefore a Ger-!
aan In street clothes stepped guietly |
wboard every Hamburg-American and
North German Lloyd liner in the port, |
chatted with officers a few minutes
quite openly on deck., went below for
a half litre of beer, drank to the
health of the Kaleer and as quietly
reappeared on deck and went ashore,

There was no one to question the
movements of any ons of these incon-
spicuous agents, since any persons,
German or otherwlse, who could get
by the pier guards have been at lib
erty to visit the idle ships. 1In fact, :
goingn and comings had attracted no
notice at all up to the present crisis,
The German ships have been lively
social centers. Banquetr, private
dinner parties, dances, Kaffe klntches,
and amuping entertainments have
been held aboard many of them. Cus-
toms guards and pollce hadn't the
slightest reason to scent the extraor-
dinary developments, They dom't |
know the whole truth as it s

These guietly moving visitors that
boarded the ships al Hoboken, the
five ships tied up off 120th atreet in
the North river, the ships at South
Brgoklyn were the messengers of de
struction, each besring a code werd
that mesnt serapping 230,000 000
warth of splendid engines

Smashing Began =t (nce.

They had scarcely left the ships
when the smashing sommenced. The
Aun has information frem men of

unquestionable verncity and honor as
to the extent of the dismanteling and
as to the goneral methoads employed.

For months the esential, wvital,
easlly removable parte of the engines
had bene chalked with cryptic slgnes—
plgns comprehensible only to the engl
neery’ apistants, When the order came
to act the englne crews were put to
work removing surh paris as could
be unscrewed, unboited or readily dis-
conpnected

For a day or two, or until it be
came apparent that the United States
authorities might demand and enforce
the extralegal right of boarding the
vessels and thoroughly Inspecting
them, the removed parts were hidden,
some of them In strange places

In one vessel nt Hoboken brass fit-
tingr were bundled np and hidden in
a boller fornace, one that was |(dls,
mithough the furnace next to it was
in use. In some of the ships pack
sges were concenled under rubbish
in the lower Lolds. Very recently,
however, theas vita! fittings have
bean dinposed of  sent ashore a plece
or two at a time or sunk in the har-

bor.

Axes and (rowbars LUwsed.
the dismnantling did not
The
persons
that

But
with
vietion

stop
harmless removals. cun
on the part of
responsible the "destruction
war coming and that
the use of the (jerman ships hares
help fesd the English was so sthong
thet it Induced Lthem to ply crowbus
and ax
Seclions of
wWere hammered Into shaperloss
masaes, converied by hlows fromn
lusty arms into mere Junk worth so
much a pound as metal. By night
fall of “‘uju--day he work waa
practically completed, but what thers

the
for |

is WAr mesng

delicats  machinery |

{ before

Magdeburg, Adamsturm, Friedrich der
Grosse, Prinzess Irens and Barbarossa,
all at Hoboken: the Hamburg, Koenig
Wilhelm 11,
Friedrich, and Prince Joachim,
138th street; the Portonis, Mals, Cla
Mennig, and Andra, off Stapleton; the
Dora and lda, at Bouth Brooklyn: the
Martha Washington, off Stapleton, and
the Himiluia, at Newark.

'WETS WIN IN FIRST
DRY BILL SKIRMIS

House District Committee Votes
Not to Lengthen Daily
Sessions.

(Continued from First Page.)
Heferendum Asacclation, the Pastors®
Federztion and ecitizens Two na-
tional officers of the W. C. T. U. were

| present.

Discussion In the committes today
ranged from & debats on procedure
to whether the Sheppard bill “would |
permit & fellow to give a friend &
drink in his own house.™

Would Prohibit Friendly Drinking.
Congresaman Barkley sald he. WaS
inclined to believe a strict interpre-

tation of the bill would prohibit such
friendly drinking, but this was a mat-

| ter ultimately for declalon by the

courts.

At this juncture Conmll Jameg
Hamill of New Jersey obaserved:

“What! De you meall to say that
If a friend comes to my house I can't
£0 to the closet and offer him =&
drink! 1 don't use It myself, but 1
would certainly like to know If 1 am

to be prohibited from giving a drink
to & friend"™

Congressman Barkley agaln [ell
back on the courts, saying this

would depend larg=ly upon court con
struction of the language of the Shep- |
pard bill prohibiting “giving away™

| of intoxiesating liquora

Adjournment Interrupted.

Congressman Barkley had barely |
bexun to aoalyze the bill section by |

section when the bour of adjourn-
ment arrived.

“Our wside Is willlng to
the preunlation of Its case tomor-
row,” sald Mr. Barkley. *“Thia bill
i#2 well understood. and there i= no |
necessity, we belleve, for extended
hearings ™

When It was suggested that the |
hearings would runm en for several
days unless the comi: puts a
time limit vpon them. Jongressman
Burke Interposed:

“What If the hearings do continue
for two or three days or so. This
is a very Important malter, and cltd
zenm of the DMstrict certainly have a
right to be heard.

Motlen Met Opposition.
Congreasman Hilllard's motion to
dispense with the regular adjourn-

e

| ment hour and sit while the House is

in sesslon met /mmediate opposition.

Congresaman Burke moved to mmend |

by stipulating that »o long as the

mrmy
are being debgtled In the House the

commitiee zhall adjourn at the regu- |
this |
moment of national importance men- |

Mr. Burke sald in

lar hour.
bers should attend 1to preparednes
matters on the floor.

Congressman Cary moved table
the Hilllard motion and the proposed

Lo

amendment thereto. The Cary motion
curried nine to seven as follows
Ayes—Hamil, Lobeck, Burke, Donl-
Ing, Bailey, Wilson, Cary, Darrow,
and Gould.
Nays—Crosser, Vinson, Hilliara, '

Mapes, Wheeler, Oakey, and Jouhnson.
Fresent—Lloyd, palred with Tink-
ham.
Thone At Hearing.

In the commitlee room today
Miss Anna Gordon, national president
of the Women's Christian Temjper-
ance Unlon; Mrs. Margaret Diye
national =upe iiendent of the jegis-
Intive department of the W_ . T. U3
Mrs. Emima Sanford Shellon, president
of the Distrelet W, O, T, U5 Mrs
A. Yaost, representing the Wee
ginin branch of the W, . T, U]
drew Wilwon, A. E. Shoemaker
the Rev. K . Dinwidd.e, of the Anti-
Saloun Leagiue; the Hev., John Mac
Murray, the Fastors” Federation:
William F. Gude, Charles J.
Henry E. Davis, and H, Clay Stewnrt,
i the District of Columbla Helferen-
duna Assoc'stion

The heuring will be resume] tomar=-

were

ialis,

Vir-

and

of

row morning following an executlve |

sesslon of the committee, which was

enlled for 10 o'clock

Cold Weather Sends Price to Figure
of Two Weeks Ago.

Eggn are again Intrenched behind
the pricea that prevalled two uu-elu‘_
agn, returning to from 50 (o 55 ceniw
u doxen wholesale today

This price will probably rontinue
a= long as= cold wenther continmwes,

denlers stated .

Ax high as 70 cents & dozea retail
wis asked for =gE» In meveral stores
today. Uther stores sold sirictly fresh
eger for as low as B0 cents n dogen,
These stores bad procured
the sudden leap in pri

~ EXCURSIONS
"OLD POINT COMFORT

NORFOLK
AND ALL POINTS SOUTH

NEW YCORK and BOSTON
BY SEA

Dafly from Tth Street Wharf. 8:45 p.m.
City Ticket Office. TA1 15th St N. W,

NORFOLK AND WASHINGTON
STEAMBOAT Co.

Allemania, Prinz Eitel |
off |

concluie |

and navy appropriation bills |

Ellis

An- |

volumbus, |

rupply |

the personnel of the navy,” Senator
Poindexter of Washington stirred up
a row in the Senate today over the
appointment,

Senator Poindexter =aid the chief
reason for the promotion, he at first
thought, was because Ur. Grayson
qu & Virginian, but on looking Into
rl'.hn facts. he found there were eight
| #en Virginlans who were his seniors
|n naval medical officers,

Asks Executive Sesnlon.
: Sommr Poindexter wan proceeding
| to urge the resclution for considera-
tion of the promotion in open aes-
slon. Senator Pittman moved an ‘ex-
ecutive mempion. Benator La Follette
supported Senator Poindexter. 3

A warm wrangle followed and
finally Vice President Marshall sald
he would enforce the rules and de-
clare an executive session,

An executive session was ordersd
and the Senate met behind closed
doors.

After the Benate went into execu-
tive sesmion A motion was passed on a
roil call, the effect of which was
to provide for conslderation of the
| Graysdn came In executive session
*and temporarily at least 1o block the
Poindexter resolution for considers-
| tion in the open.

| Predicts Long Fight.

Republican Eenators declared that
a long fight on Dr, Grayson's pro
motlon was ahead and some of them |
predicted no vols would be permit-|
ted this session.

The row in executive session con-
tinued until 1 o'clock, when the Sen-
ate had agreed to consider the Stone
resolution spproving the action aof
the President with respect to Ger-
many.

CHEVY CHASE CITIZENS MEET.

The February meeting of the Chevy
Chase Citizens® Association will be
held at the achool houme at § o'clock
tomorrow night
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